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n any given year, nearly ten per cent of the global population will

suffer from malaria — 500 million clinical cases — and more

than 1 million will die as a result; a death from malaria every 30
seconds. In Africa, the disease kills one child in twenty before five
years of age.

And things are getting worse, as malaria is undergoing a
resurgence. The main contributing factors are the emergence of
drug-resistant strains of the parasite, the appearance of
mosquitoes (which transmit the parasite) that are resistant to
insecticides, environmental changes and increased population.

After decades of relative lack of attention, growing international
awareness and funding has led to new efforts towards controlling
the disease. A wide-ranging coalition of interests is being
marshalled to combat malaria, including: global healthcare
planning, specifically the World Health Organization’s ‘Roll Back
Malaria’ campaign, which aims to halve the burden of disease by
2010; pharmaceutical industry support; research coordination,
with the main funding agencies coming together in the Multilateral
Initiative on Malaria; and philanthropy, most notably the Malaria
Vaccine Initiative supported by the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation.

While this points to an appropriate level of concern and
urgency, the most critical challenge is to the researchers. Can they
supply the knowledge and tools needed to combat this
devastating disease? This Insight will go a long way to answering
that question, describing latest research developments, likely
future progress and the practical impact that the new knowledge
will have.

We are pleased to acknowledge the financial support of
GlaxoSmithKline and Medicines for Malaria Venture in producing
this Insight. As always, Nature carries sole responsibility for all
editorial content and peer review.
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